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future of mining and the thousands of
jobs it produces for American families.
f

TELLING IT LIKE IT IS

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, let us
tell it like it is. When monks and nuns
who take a vow of poverty give $140,000
to a presidential campaign, ladies and
gentlemen, when a welfare worker who
makes $20,000 a year gives the entire
$20,000 to a presidential campaign,
something is funny.

If that is not enough to freeze your
stir fry, when an Assistant Secretary of
Commerce responsible for inter-
national trade raises 3.5 million Chi-
nese dollars for a presidential cam-
paign, this is not China-gate, this is
sewer-gate. This is not about Demo-
crats, this is not about Republicans.
This is about national security and
Communists, Communists who may
have compromised big people in high
places in our Government.

But let me say this, Congress. These
Chinese Communists did not provide
all those bucks because they are enam-
ored with and love America. Beam me
up, Mr. Speaker. I say, let the dragon
chips fall where they may.
f

TREASURY DEPARTMENT LIKENED
TO OLIVER STONE IN TAX CUT
DEBATE

(Mr. BALLENGER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BALLENGER. Mr. Speaker,
White House figures showing that the
tax cut package mainly benefits the
rich have as much credibility as an Oli-
ver Stone movie. Like Oliver Stone,
the Treasury Department has decided
to make stuff up.

It is even worse than that. Like Oli-
ver Stone, the Treasury Department
uses tax numbers in a way that delib-
erately is designed to deceive. Again
like Oliver Stone, the Treasury Depart-
ment is counting on the fact that most
people will not be able to tell the dif-
ference between what is the truth and
what is fiction.

I am talking about the Treasury De-
partment’s fraudulent use of family
economic income, a new, ingenious way
to make middle-class families look
rich. Family economic income, you
ask? What is that?

Now you begin to see what I am talk-
ing about. Oh, sure, imputed rent in-
come, unreported income you never
knew you had, unrealized capital gains
you never knew you had. Stuff like
that. It is so dishonest it would make
even Oliver Stone proud.
f

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 886

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the gentleman

from Massachusetts (Mr. FRANK) be re-
moved as a cosponsor of my bill, H.R.
886.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia?

There was no objection.
f

PREVIEW OF SPECIAL ORDER
COMMEMORATING LIFE OF
BETTY SHABAZZ
(Ms. NORTON asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, this com-
ing Thursday I will lead a special order
on the life of Dr. Betty Shabazz. Her
tragic death from burns to her body
cannot overwhelm her triumphant life.
Betty’s life teaches that it is possible
to rise against all the odds. She became
a devoted mother and grandmother and
a distinguished educator and bearer of
the legacy of a great man.

Like her husband, Malcolm X, Betty
Shabazz was not defeated by life’s cruel
terms but used them to become a bet-
ter, deeper, stronger person. Malcolm
left behind racial bitterness and em-
braced orthodox Islam and universal
human rights. Like Malcolm X, Betty
Shabazz took the best of her old life
and created a new reality, of devotion
to family, educational excellence, and
human rights. Please join me in cele-
brating the life of Betty Shabazz this
Thursday in a special order.
f

TAX RELIEF FOR THE MIDDLE
CLASS

(Mr. TIAHRT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Speaker, I have
seen information from the 1996 Statis-
tical Abstract of the United States,
and on page 461 is a table of statistics
that shows the median household in-
come in 1994, the latest year of which
figures are available, was $32,264. An
American household earning $32,264 is
about as middle class as middle class
can be.

So the question I have is should mid-
dle-class households, such as one earn-
ing $32,264 a year, be given tax relief?
Should Washington spend a little bit
less money so that families with in-
comes of about $32,000 a year can have
a little more?

I think we should. I think we should
let middle-income families keep a lit-
tle more of what is already theirs,
their hard-earned money, and that tax
relief package that was passed by Con-
gress was designed exactly for the mid-
dle class.

My mind keeps going back to the sin-
gle mother working at an aircraft com-
pany in Wichita, KS. She has three
children. She is working hard trying to
keep the three kids in school, properly
clothed, never going hungry, living in a
good home. Should she be able to keep
more of her hard-earned money? I
think so. Yes, Mr. Speaker, she should.

TIME TO BAN LAND MINES
(Mr. MORAN of Virginia asked and

was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speak-
er, we have to assume greater respon-
sibility for and take greater leadership
against the proliferation of land mines
throughout the world. Land mines were
responsible for one-third of all the cas-
ualties in the Vietnam war. Likewise
in the Persian Gulf war, they were re-
sponsible for one-third of the casual-
ties. Already there have been 284 cas-
ualties due to land mines in Bosnia.

But it is not just professional mili-
tary forces that suffer from these hor-
rible instruments of death. Last year
over 26,000 people were killed or
maimed by land mines. That is one per-
son every 20 minutes. Most of these
victims were not members of the mili-
tary. Most of them were children.
Many of these children are victims of
wars long ended, of conflicts long for-
gotten, but land mines can stay active
for over 50 years, Mr. Speaker. They
will kill children whose parents are not
even born yet. And even though some
countries have more active land mines
in their territory than people, we con-
tinue to plant 2 million more land
mines every year. It is time to ban
them.
f

CYPRUS PEACE TALKS
(Mr. PAPPAS asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAPPAS. Mr. Speaker, this week
Greek Cypriot President Glafcos
Clerides, and Rauf Denktash, the Turk-
ish Cypriot leader, have agreed to meet
in upstate New York to start serious
bilateral peace negotiations.

It has been 23 years since the Turkish
invasion of the Island of Cyprus, and a
significant military presence on both
sides still remains. It is my hope that
the discussions will concentrate on the
removal of Turkish troops, the restora-
tion of the territorial integrity of the
Republic of Cyprus, and the implemen-
tation of a constitutional democracy.

Just as neighboring Greece, the
birthplace of my grandparents, is the
birthplace of democracy, it is very im-
portant that Cyprus serve as another
cradle of democracy in southeast Eu-
rope.

Today marks a positive first step for-
ward. Opening a line of communication
can only lead to greater understanding.

Mr. Speaker, I wish both sides well
and hope for a lasting and peaceful res-
olution for the people of Cyprus.
f
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A TAX SYSTEM THAT REWARDS
AMERICAN VIRTUES

(Ms. DUNN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)
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